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learn.” “By the time of our first landing on Mars, it is hoped that China will become a model in the world for human space
exploration.” Yang said the dream of a Chinese space mission is for a two-person crew to explore the Red Planet and return to

Earth in two years, declaring that there was no need to rush into anything. Still, China has lost several key players in the
country’s space program in recent years. The nation had touted its leadership in the past, but it has seen China’s manned space
programs lose a number of key personnel since 2010. China manned space program official Liu Wang has said that the space

agency has not been able to recruit the “world-class” astronauts that China needs to achieve its goals. He also noted that Beijing’s
space program has been plagued by poor money management and other issues, particularly in the past year. Liu said that China
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