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update its DNA collection policy to include all homicide victims next year. "We're currently in the
process of evaluating our existing collection program so that we can be compliant with the city
attorney's guidance," Police Chief Bill Scott said at a Wednesday news conference. "The department
has an opportunity to revise its collection procedures before the end of June." The department first
started taking DNA samples of homicide victims in October 2012, following a state court decision
that overturned Proposition 69 and allowed police departments to collect DNA from all felony
defendants, regardless of whether they were eventually charged. The San Francisco Board of
Supervisors passed a motion in November 2013 directing the department to collect DNA from every
homicide victim and use that DNA to identify potential suspects and evidence through an online data
bank. Chief Scott said the department already has been collecting DNA samples from homicide
victims and suspects since 2011. "But we had not been taking the DNA sample from the victims, and
that's been against our policy, and that's been against the state attorney general's opinion," he said.
"We'll be taking the DNA from every victim in every case." The SFPD budgeted $1.2 million to
collect DNA from all homicide victims and suspects this year, according to Chief Scott. The decision
to change the policy means that the department will have to budget $1.6 million to continue
collecting DNA from homicide victims next year. Mayor Edwin M. Lee said the potential cost savings
from the change would allow the city to invest in programs such as pre-arraignment diversion and
alternatives to incarceration in the future. "This is one small step towards a system that is very much
attuned to crime prevention, which is reducing the size of our criminal justice system," he said.
Under Proposition 69, felons convicted of violent crimes and sex offenders had to provide a DNA
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sample for a national crime database by the end of 2014. City officials said the change was due to
the federal Real-time DNA Information System, which provides crime data through a national
database. State District Judge Christopher Hite ruled in October 2014 that San Francisco no longer
had an obligation to comply with Proposition 69 because the state's law had been changed. Many
cities, including Oakland 79a2804d6b
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